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The LINK 
October 2020 

Please check our website for further 
any changes regarding any posted 
events. 

WE NEED YOU!!!!  
 

 
The American Red Cross continues to have a 

need for blood amid the COVID-19 crisis.  
 

The next blood drive is: October 1st,  1:30 - 7:30 pm  
 

Where: Lake Orion United Methodist Church  
Sign up online at: redcrossblood.org  

(sponsor code: LOUMC1)  
 
You can also do Rapid Pass online on the day of the blood drive and 
bring a printed copy with you. This will make the process quicker for 
each of you. The “Blood Donor” app from the American Red Cross 
also makes the donation process easier, and includes Rapid Pass on 
your smart phone. 
 

Any questions please email Kathy Castillo at 
taxkat@comcast.net, including assistance  

with advance registrations. 
 
More details about the safety procedures is available at our website in 
Upcoming Events at http://www.lakeorionumc.org/upcoming-
events.html 

Blood is the most precious gift we can give  
to another person 

mailto:taxkat@comcast.net
http://www.lakeorionumc.org/upcoming-events.html
http://www.lakeorionumc.org/upcoming-events.html
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GOOD NEWS  - -  -  GIVING TAX UPDATE  

There Is a new deduction available for 2020 that allows 
deduction for charitable giving even if you do not itemize. 
This is effective only for 2020. Up to $300 per taxpayer 
($600 for a married couple) in annual charitable 
contribution can be used. This is available only to people 
who take the standard deduction (for taxpayers who do 

not itemize their deductions). It is an “above the line” 
adjustment to income that will reduce a donor’s adjusted 
gross income (AGI), and there reduce taxable income. We 
provide this information for your use if it applies.  

 
 
AMAZONSMILE   Shop and benefit the church at the 
same time. Visit smile.amazon.com and select United 
Methodist Church of Lake Orion as your charitable 
organization. Make future purchases through 
smile.amazon.com and the church will receive .5% of the 
price of your eligible purchases. Same products, same 
prices and same service with no cost to your for the 
benefit to LOUMC. Prime members use in the same 
manner. Questions? Contact Trudy Carney 
trudycarney@aol.com (248-693-2558). 
 
SCRIP - If you need cards the program is still going 
on remotely. Just contact Trudy Carney 248 320-4809 or 
trudycarney@aol.com. She may have what you need in 
the inventory at home or can order. We are able to 
purchase hundreds of gift cards at a discount for you to 
purchase at face value. This program benefits many 
ministries of the church, the General Fund and outreach 
such as Community Assistance and Missions. Contact 
www.shopwithscrip.com for a complete list of 
participating retailers, or contact Trudy Carney at 248-
693-2558 trudycarney@aol.com or Sharon Keener at 
248-977-0794. 

mailto:trudycarney@aol.com
mailto:trudycarney@aol.com


Page 3 

 

Do you: LOVE to SING or PLAY an INSTRUMENT? 
We would love to have you be part of our worship 
services!! If you would be interested in submitting a 
video of you performing, or, if you would like to come 
into the church to record your performance, please 
contact Janice Hammond with your ideas! We would 
love to see and hear you be a part of worship! 
 
 
 
 
I’d like to thank our family and friends 
here at LOUMC for all the cards, 
letters, phone calls, but especially the 
many prayers that I’ve received over 
the past few months while I was 
hospitalized and recovering at 
home! Oh I also must admit that having 
an occasional dish of coconut almond 
fudge ice cream at Cook’s Farm Dairy 
probably helped a bit too!     
Ron Nordquist  
 
 

 
 
 
LOUMC donated 17 winter coats to 
children and youth participating in the 
Blessings in a Brown Bag FREE 
Summer Lunch Program.    
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August 30th Picnic 
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Sunday 
 
 

Monday 
 
 

Tuesday 
 
 

Wednesday  
 
   

Thursday 
 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 
 
 

FH=Fellowship Hall 
Nu=Nursery 
OS=Offsite 
Sh=Shalom Room 

S u n M o n  T u e 

   

4 
 

5 
Disciple Class 
ZOOM 7 pm 

6 
Disciple Class 
 10 am  room 122

11 
 

12 
Indigenous 
Peoples' Day 
(formerly Columbus 

Day)   

Disciple Class 
ZOOM 7 pm 

13 
Disciple Class 
 10 am  room 122

18 
 

19 
Disciple Class 
ZOOM 7 pm 

20 
Disciple Class 
 10 am  room 122

25 
 

26 
Disciple Class 
ZOOM 7 pm 

27 
Disciple Class 
 10 am  room 122

October 2020
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 W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

 1 
 

2 
Office closes 
at noon on 
Fridays 

3 
 

 
10 am  room 122 

7 
 

8 Trustees  
SPRC  

9 10 

 

 
10 am  room 122 

14 
NAMI Zoom Mtg 
To register: 
desteffes@ 
charter.net 
 
Contact Bryan 
Thom for info 
bryandebthom@
gmail.com 

15 
Finance 

16 
 

17 

 
10 am  room 122 

21 
 

22 
Church Council 

23 
 

24 

 
10 am  room 122 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31  
Happy 
Halloween! 

October 2020 
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 Hello Fellow Supporters of Lake Orion  
United Methodist Church! 

  
I wanted to send you a note from your Finance Committee.  
 
Normally we would have had a chance to stand before you on 
a Sunday morning and give you one of our normal updates on 
the financial health of our church, but this year you will have to 
make do with this written update.  
As you know, this has been a hard year for almost everyone. 
Our church relies on donations from you, her supporters, so 
when hardship arises, it sometimes translates into reduced 
giving. So far our total giving is down about $52,000 from 
where we were last year at this time. The good news is that 
our total expenses are also down - enough so that the actual 
difference between income and expense is better than last 
year. This is because we were already working on ways to  
improve the financial status of the church well before the  
pandemic hit. I think most of you know that we successfully  
refinanced our main loan on the church while paying off some 
of the principal. In fact, our total debt is $153,000 lower this 
year than the same time last year and our new loan is at a  
lower interest rate which gives us an added benefit. Our total 
debt is now $861,747 which is the lowest it has been since we 
built the major addition on the church. We also benefited from 
some major bequests which are allowing us to do much  
needed kitchen and fellowship hall renovations. Moreover,  
receiving PPP monies at the beginning of the pandemic has 
been most helpful, though obviously that is only a temporary 
stopgap measure through the pandemic.   
Having said that, the great work being done by our church  
continues. We still have bills to pay and our great staff has 
been continuing to support us and our community. Please  
continue to support these efforts with your connections to each 
other, with your prayers for our community and the greater 
world, and with your continued generosity. 
 
Thanks, 
Don Tyrrell, Chair Finance Committee 
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COVID  - 19 information update 
 
 
The following pages represent a great deal of  
prayerful deliberation. Using State guidelines,  
Conference guidelines, and consulting with our District 
Superintendent and with other area UM Churches of 
our size, the staff – with input from SPRC, and review 
of Church Council members – has put together the  
following chart which lays out a plan for how, and under 
what circumstances, safe re-gathering can unfold at 
LOUMC.  
 
Through this process, we have developed a level of  
understanding for, and empathy with, all those in  
various forms of leadership trying to navigate the  
impact of the coronavirus. We have done our level best 
to make decisions that are faithful to who we are as a 
church, and that are as clearly divorced from the  
secular politics of the moment as possible. We hope 
you will receive and respect our faithful efforts with 
grace and charity. We know that no plan is perfect, and 
that any plan under these circumstances is going to be 
challenging, simply because of the gravity and  
personal difficulty of the situation in which we find  
ourselves. 
 
We pray that, at the very least, this plan helps alleviate 
the inevitable anxieties that come with uncertainty 
(even in people of faith) and that it communicates a 
clear and certain hope for our future together.  
 
Pastor Larry   
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Year Round Stewardship picture 
 

Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help 
our church year round – consider scheduling a recurring 
electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will no longer 
need to write out checks and prepare envelopes each 
week. Even when travel, illness or other circumstances 
prevent you from attending services, your electronic  
contributions will continue to be received on an  
uninterrupted basis. The church has a unique webpage 
that will allow you to sign up for electronic giving and  
manage your secure account. This webpage will enable 
you to make one-time or recurring gifts from your bank  
account or credit card. 
You can make changes 
to your account at any 
time and view a 
summary of your giving 
whenever you want. 
Your giving will be 
credited to your church 
giving number and 
included in the  
financial statements you 
receive from the church. 
Visit the LOUMC 
website at 
www.lakeorionumc.org 
for the link that will you 
take you the LOUMC 
giving webpage to set 
up your online  
contribution. 

http://www.lakeorionumc.org
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Church @ 

Home 

Beginning the month of September, preschool and elementary children were 
given a tote bag full of weekly lessons that compliment the curriculum videos 
which are now located on the LOUMC website. Also included in the tote bag, 
was a pencil box full of supplies which included glue, scissors, markers,  
crayons, and pencils. As you can see from the smiling faces, I think the kiddos 
approve!   
A special thank you to Holli Tompkins for creating the weekly lessons for  
Kindergarten—5th grade. 
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Blessings in a Brown Bag FREE Summer Lunch Program prepared and delivered 
the last lunches on Friday, September 4th.  A HUGE thank you to all who 
volunteered throughout the summer preparing, packing and delivering lunches. A 
special thank you to Emily and Anthony Graffeo for taking over the inventory and 
the food shopping this year. Finally, thanks to all who donated money to feed these 
kids! 

 
 

 
 

All Blessings in a Brown Bag FREE Summer Lunch Program children and youth 
received a backpack full of supplies customized by school and grade. LOUMC also 
donated 17 backpacks and supplies to the Lake Orion Central Enrollment office who 
coordinates the Lake Orion homeless student population.   
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Our prayers and sympathy go out to all of 

our families and friends who have  
suffered losses. 

 

About People 
 

Jyl Acker, Linda Carpenter, Kallie Charlton, Howard 
Daenzer, Sr., Shareen DiGasbarro, Paulie Egner, Jan 
Heyse, Vee Hollenbeck, Don Johnson, Joyce Marker, 
Carol McCormick, Maxine McManus, Sandy McSwain, 
Jack Morrison, Patti Miechiels, Pat Miller, Edward and 

Jennifer Naylor, Pamela and Leonard Nichols, Ron 
Nordquist, Don Northcote, Jill Remick, Sherry Reseigh, 
Garry Reynolds, Randy Riley, Barry Schwerin, Laurie 

Trafton, Roger Waite, Judy Wright, Kathy Young,  
Community Meals Family, LOUMC Family Members & 

Friends.  
 

Prayer Chain:  Kathy McMinn @ 248-770-8390 
KathyMcMinn@cavtel.net 
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We at Lake Orion United Methodist Church (LOUMC)  
are a diverse, inclusive, caring, and Christ-like community. 

 

Our mission is to connect people to God, one another, and the world, 
through engaging worship, ongoing spiritual development, 

intergenerational family ministries, relational mission, and joyful 
stewardship. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING LIVESTREAM WORSHIP  10:00 am 
www.lakeorionumc.org 

 

ELEVATOR available at the Slater Street entrance 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS: Mondays –Thursdays:  9:00 am - 3:00 pm  
FRIDAYS: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Office Closed afternoons 

LINK DEADLINE:  October 15th for NOVEMBER 2020 LINK  
       

Call the church office if you would like to be taken off the mailing list. 
Phone:  248-693-6201, Email: Loumc1@lakeorionumc.org 

www.facebook.com/lakeorionumc         www.lakeorionumc.org 
 

STAFF  

Senior Pastor  
Rev. Larry Wik  office ext. 203 
      248-732-7739 home  

734-735-1334 cell 
larry.wik@lakeorionumc.org 

 
 

Associate Pastor 
Rev. John Ball  office ext. 207 

989-980-7699 cell 
john.ball@lakeorionumc.org 

 
 

Family Ministries Director 
Dawn Ames  office ext. 210 

dawn.ames@lakeorionumc.org 
248.563-2399 cell 

Music Director 
Janice Hammond  office ext. 208 

janice.hammond@lakeorionumc.org 
 
 

Secretary  
Pat Matthews   office ext. 209 

loumc1@lakeorionumc.org 
 
 

Custodian 
Anthony Graffeo 

 
 

Nursery 
Jeri Melton 
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